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MORTIMER’S ESCAPE 
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THE IMPERIALS ARE STUNNED TO DISCOVER 


Curse it!... They 
THAT THE ROOM IS EMPTY! Sirapen, by the 


As for you, turn over this Mister officer, the 

entire room! Maybe they stable door is open 
and three horses 
are missing!... 


SUDDENLY, THE STEWARD 
RUSHES IN, FRANTIC, 


/ do not under- 
stand what you 
mean, stranger. ae 


So, you're the one who 

was hiding the two 

spies, you worth/ess 
slave, 


He’s lying! | served 
them here, last night! 
At his order. 


JUST THEN, ZAHAN KHAN APPEARS AT THE 
DOOR, FOLLOWED BY TWO SERVANTS. 


SL 


Argh! I’m warning you, you mise- R 
mabe dogs! If we don't find those 


two KS Westerners, / will... : 


Ny 


Treacherous dog! 
Here /s your 
reward... 


THE KHAN, FURIOUS AT THE TREACHERY 


OF HIS SERVANT, RAISES HIS SABRE AND 
LEAPS... 


arms!... The /mperials have 
murdered Zahan Khan!!! Zahan 
il Khan is dead!!! 


by 


. ; x ——v 
a. 7 
HE STEWARD /S§ DEALT A MORTAL BLOW, AT THE SIGHT 
BUT THE ENRAGED OF FICER RAISES HIS WITH FURY, 
SUBMACHINE GUN AND KILLS THE KHAN... fl IMPERIAL 
AB ATE LEI E = ‘ 


=  £  °}8}8}8§8}8}83 ==» sw 
FOLLOWING THIS GRIM CRY, ARMED MEN APPEAR 


: : a—_TSy a = F = 7 
Inspiration is a famil my CAUGHT BETWEEN THE FIGHT INTHE GARDENS AND HAVING MADE THE/R WAY DISCREETLY ALONG || 
resets Pet fs Between Ri NY THE ONE INTHE COURTYARD, OUR FRIENDS DECIDE THE GALLERY, THEY RUSH UP THE STAIRS |e 

BI you and me, | didn’t TO HEAD FORTHE TERRACE. LEADING TOTHE TERRACE... 


ban ¢2/nk st’! work... 
BS Ss Saar od 
! i a Ho, there, Mortimer... What 
ese about the Swordfish, hmm? 
Pity... | wouldn't have} |” 
minded giving those 
nice people 2a hand... 


FACED WITH THE EXTENT OF THE FIGHTING AND 
: : WANTING TO LEAVE THE CITY BEFORE THE ARRIVAL 

all -: eA taser . OF REINFORCEMENTS, THE TWO MEN DECIDE TO MAKE 

[igs pr aa The pe ae ioe FOR THE WALLS BY JUMPING FROM ROOF TO ROOF. 

oS i 


Reo 


A Rig ht, let's |} 
eid p 4 hat 
ll Nasir fal, 


Look, that’ s the part 
of the ramparts we[>=> 


: ae r, om : —— 


—_ Z 

INDEED THE HARD- PRESSED /MPERIALS i 

OPERATE A FIGHTING RETREAT THROUGH j 

THE STREETS, HARASSED FROM ALL SIDES BY 
GROWING NUMBERS OF REBELS. 


MEANWHILE, SEEING HIS. ie ; “AS HE MAKES HIS WAY DOWN 
PROSPECTS TAKE A NARROW PASSAGE, HIS EYES ARE 
if THE WORSE, THE BEZENDJAS © CITY. GAT! + SUDDENLY DRAWN UPWARDS BY A 
MAKES. HiMSELE SCARCE... | EN a BEWILDERING SIGHT... 


Wil/ you listen to me? I’m 
telling you the English are 
escaping over the roofs! 


Careful, it 
coulel bea 
: trap! 
Raise the alarm! , 
mM The English are|' 


TEMPORARILY TRANSEIXED BY WHAT HE HAS SEEN, 
THE BEZENDJAS DASHES TOWARDS THE CITY GATES, 
WHERE A SMALL DETACHMENT /5 ON GUARD. 


WHILE THE BEZENDJAS VAINLY NEGOTIATES AT THE SAME TIME, AN ANX/OUS NASIR IT’S OLRIK’S CAR! WARNED OF THE CAPTAIN 

WITH THE GUARDS AT THE GATES, BLAKE AND HEARS A CAR APPROACHING AND PROFESSOR’S PRESENCE IN TURBAT, 

MORTIMER HAVE FINALLY REACHEDTHE WALL, AT FULL SPEED. THE RENEGADE HAS RUSHED THERE... 
FROM WHICH THE VIEW EXTENDS FAR. 


Nasiey over 
there! 


Faster, Chang, 


fester! 


AS HE ENTERS THE CITY, OLRIK SEES THE THE BEZENDJAS 1S BRINGING THE COLONEL UP 
BEZENDJAS SPY STILL ARGUING WITH THE TO DATE ON THE LATEST EVENTS WHEN THREE 
GUARD COMMANDER. SURVIVORS FROM THE GARRISON SUDDENLY 
: Whacchel yousay? Speak! COME OUT OF A NEARBY ALLEYWAY. 


Ho there! What's going on here?... 4 Now, by the devil! 
What does this mah want? ) elt! 
Pee] : 
e Englis _ i . 
SE ; ‘ Treachery! The 
SECs cap ung: me city is rebelling! 
S 


HEARING THE NEWS, OLRIK FLIES INTO A RAGE... ~ Bah! They won't go far. Turn us round; the guard 
will follow us in the lorry. Come on, let's 
hunt! 

Cowards! | will show you 
how to quell such a rabble! 


OA!.. Lord Colonel, 


Jook over there!!! 


BLAKE, MORTIMER 
AND NASIR, FINALLY 
REUNITED, RIDE HELL 
FOR LEATHER TOWARDS 


i THE DESERT... 


BUT WHILE THE SOLDIERS HASTILY CLIMB ABOARD THE LORRY AND A CAPTURED MACHINE GUN 


WHO HAVE APPROACHED OVER THE ROOFTOPS, SILENTLY TAKE UP 


THE COLONEL’S CAR MANOEUVRES TO LEAVE THE CITY, THE REBELS, 1S QUICKLY SET UP... 


POSITION ON THE SURROUNDING TERRACES. - Bi 


Lieutenant! Clear the 
way this minute! On 
your life! 


Colonel! My men 


wil/ see to It. 


Hurry, Achmed, 
<= they ee going to 


THERE 1S EXTREME CONFUSION. THE LORRY’S DRIVER /S 
MORTALLY WOUNDED AND COLLAPSES JUST AS HE STARTS 
THE ENGINE. H/S VEHICLE, OUT OF CONTROL, SLAMS INTO |. 
THE WALL, BLOCKING THE CITY'S EXIT. TAKEN BY COMPLETE }|- 
SURPRISE, THE IMPERIALS TAKE UP DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. 


SUDDENLY... 


By thunder! We're 
trapped! 


THE BURST MARKS THE SIGNAL TO ATTACK!.. 


= Pam os : 

ONCE IN POSITION, THE BALOCH BEG/N ..AND IN MOMENTS, THE ENTIRE LORRY TURNS 
THROWING FIREBRANDS DOWN ONTO THE SORTED CNG INTO A BLAZING INFERNO! THE SITUATION 15 NOW 
LORRY, JUST AS THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF 2 ik CRITICAL, AND ONE OF OLR/K’S GUARDS, MORTALLY 

THE SOLDIERS BEGIN TO MOVE IT AWAY FROM : WOUNDED, ROLLS OUT OF THE CAR... 


THE EXIT. rs ‘ S| he a 7 y Te 
A a € apt ; 


Chang, be ready!.. 
We're taking the 
Bezendjas; he'// 
be our guide. 


APL ze 


OLRIK’S VEHICLE LEAPS . AND, UNDER A HAIL OF BULLETS, MEANWHILE, THE 
FOR OI AgCHO j DARTS INTO THE DESERT. ; FUGITIVES, RIDING HARD, 


GET AHEAD START... 


You’// pay fo. 


4 this, you scum! 


Good Lorel! It’s 
true — /n our 
/t's sunstroke, Sahib!| | haste, we forgot 
Quick, let’s take him) | our turbans. 
to the shadow of 
that tamarind! 


INSTANTLY AWARE OF WHAT IT MEANS, THE THREE 
MEN HURRIEDLY CLIMB BACK INTHE SADDLE. BLAKE, 
BARELY RECOVERED FROM HIS FAINTING FIT, 1S 

HELPED BY NASIR. 


ie AT THAT MOMENT, NASIR LIFTS HIS GAZE AND... 
We//, dear chap, you ; ‘ : , Over there, 
certain/y gave us a ep You'll be fine with a VA k. 


good scare! A this, Captain. 


Steady, old chap... We've 
been through worse! 


FROM HIS CAR, OLRIK QUICKLY CATCHES THE THREE RIDERS, CUTTING THROUGH HOWEVER, SENSING VICTORY CLOSE AT HAND, 

SIGHT OF HIS QUARRY. THE DESERT, THROW THEMSELVES 7 i 

HEADLONG INFO THE BARREN, UNEVEN OLRIK GIVES THE ORDER TO FOLLOW THEM. 
WILDERNESS, WHERE NASIR HOPES THE 


CAR WONT BE ABLE TO FOLLOW... nid 


THE CHASE PROVES TOO DANGEROUS... 
ee /t’s impossible, Colone/! 


OP a <P a 
a te ok Ya 
gee AIRE Sat 

i ’ i, WY USS 2s 

} aes 


Pcs 
ope 


What?! You dare dispute my orders! Fine... But you will regret it if they 
Obey now! Or |’// blow your brains out! escape us, Bezendjas... 


Lord, | think | know 

where they are 

heading. The trai/ 

can take us there, 

4 : and we'// arrive at 

The car won't >> the same time as 
/ast another ‘ 5 


MEANWHILE, GALLOPING UNDER 
AFIERY SUN, THE THREE MEN HASTEN 
TOWARDS THE/R GOAL... 


That seems rather 
unlike O/rik! 
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AFEWHOURS LATER, AT SUNSET, THE 
FUGITIVES REACH A BRIDGE SPANNING 
A WIDE RIVER, ITS WATERS RAGING AND 


REACH THE OTHER SIDE. 
SWOLLEN BY THE MONSOON. —— 


Here we are, = 
Sahibs! ee 
<e Ss 


ADVANCING CAUTIOUSLY, 30 FEET 
I] ABOVE THE WATER, THEY FINALLY 


..THE THREE MEN START ACROSS 

THE FRAG/LE, UNSTEADY BRIDGE. 
Terrifyin - Don't lok at 
1. ——+ a r 


th 
" 


~ , = eee re 
THEY ‘RE ALMOST SAFE WHEN SUDDENLY | BULLETS BEGIN STRIKING THE ON THE OTHER BANK, OLRIK AND HIS MEN 
SHOTS RING OUT BEHIND THEM. TS le TU PREPARE TO CROSS AS WELL BUT... 
s OPP aoe a 5 = 3 
Olrik!!! Take 


cover, now!!! 


Ho there! 
Cover me, 
/'m going 
totry 
something! 


Bi ok ma RC 
BUT FROM BEHIND THE ROCK. 
MORTIMER AND NASIR OP: 


SOON ONE OF THEM IS KILLED AND 
PLUMMETS INTOTHE RIVER, WHILE THE OTHER, 
WOUNDED, ATTEMPTS TO LIMP BACK... 


We/l? What are you waiting for!? Go 


fa 
on, get across before it’s too late! is 
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FILLED WITH IMPOTENT RAGE, OLRIK CAN ONLY If |] By the devil! 4 ee ariedadin potouae E 
WATCH AS THE BRIDGE, EVENTUALLY SEVERED, | We’// swim z . tat mtch is cortaih. Wool that means i 
FALLS INTO THE WATERS OF THE RIVER. earaae i We = Olrik will have the final wore! 


have to: 


74 a coal 


Yes, 100 miles upriver. 
But the tra//is bad, 
and I'm afraid that... 


Lord, that would be 

asking for certain 
death! The Chambsche- 
cannot be crossed 
during the monsoon! 


Careful! We can’t afford mistakes. 
Let’s climb up that rock and determine |W mrs 
exact/y where we ate first... 


Sree 


CAPER: 


Ee] |) epee norascoses me cauoe | ALTON Bpeacs 
Don’t worry... Five Ape AFOOT FORWARD TO KEEP HIS BALANCE BUT... F CD GeE TCE 


eworry... F 

_ cnough Se Tie Co PLUMMETING. 
ey re we a“ r : ‘ 

wane to climb : 

to the to, 


4] Look, according to the compass, it’s over 
there, about three miles as the crow flies. 


It’s too good 
to be true! 


Can Se = 

THE WHOLE TERRIBLE INCIDENT /5 FORTUNATELY, THE IMPERIALS RIDE AWAY i 

OVE ALMORTIMER HAD SPOTTED OCU SUBLET anv” WW oe AMAMMREDIELE STROKE, | 
= Y IN A FORKED BRANCH. SUSPENDED 


UPSIDE DOWN IN A BUSH, THE 
CAPTAIN HAS FAINTED... 


APPEARS, VERY CLOSE... 


They’ . Let’ 
[acter him!" Z 


Nothing we can 
ch for the time 
being. 


Es 
You musn’t blame yourself, 
Philip! lf they had seen as, P 
it'd have been much worse! 


Pp F lef boy. It’s je THE THREE MEN START WALKING... BLAKE, 
m truly sorry, o| yy It'S fast HELD UP BY MORTIMER AND NASIR, LIMPS 
that when | saw the patrol, /... FORWARD PAINFULLY... 


/'m afraid we can't linger here, though. We 
must be there before the tide... Grit your |, 
teeth; |’// bandage your ank/e. 


on chap. Do it guick 
and ergo 


SS PT AN OT 
f THE SUN IS ALREADY LOW BY THE TIME 
THEY REACH A DESERTED BEACH. 


AT EVERY MOMENT THEY HAVE TO 
By Jove! The clocuments!l! 


KEEP HIDING FROM THE IMPERIAL 
PATROLS THAT INFEST THE AREA. 


ag > 


Yes. Crossing now weeds 
be careless. 


Let’s wait for 


PALS ass — 


__ AN HOUR LATER... 
We//! This is the last eg. y, : 
/s everything in andere” 


= Ca 
Tyce oe, 
inde ER GES 


HORRIFIED, BLAKE DISCOVERS HE NO I Lie step) h Ton és 
{ aaaps Ae ...but just to plan for the worst, listen carefully. 
Be cli Ie You know the base can only be accessed at low 


ticle? Well, if I’m not back by then — in about an 
hour — don’t wait for me. Even if the Swordfish 
Gone! This ts a Well, there's no were to be lost for our cause, 
disaster! | must thoes. We mast : 
have lost them find them at all h ah the world expect of us. Go; dont 
y when / fell... cost. The place is hesitate. Nasir will help you. 
See, my shirt is easy to recognise: 
tour: It was that strange 
pyramid. 1’// go... 


You're 2 good man, Mortimer. isc 8 Ja Sage 
Take my pistol; you may need 
it. God be with you, old boy. hla at. 


Ei ae — 
CAREFULLY, WITH ALL H/S SENSES i ; —- ’ SEARCHING WARILY THROUGH 
; EVENTUALLY REACHING THE PYRAMID, ITS ENORMOUS MASS 7 
TERA IE MAK OF OF STONE RISING HIGH AMONG THE MYSTERIOUS SHADOWS. THE DARKNESS, HE STARTS 
BIZARRE ROCK FORMATIONS... LOOKING... 


Bi Fei eh j Con found it! It’s 
us be { i pitch-black out here! ; 


yr 


\ any)! 


&, 


' 
4 ( ARR de. : 


SUDDENLY, JUST AS HE'S REACHING THE SPOT. THE CIRCLE OF LIGHT NOW BEGINS Ti d PETRIFIED, HE REALISES THAT THE TIER 
WHERE THE ACCIDENT HAPPENED, A BEAM OF MOVE aay Owe THE ae 4 Wi) HES ONHAS COLLAPSED CREATING AN 
LIGHT CAST BY A PROJECTOR COMES TO REST CHASING AETER MORTIMER. e H} /MPASSABLE CHASM AHEAD OF HIM ... WHILE 
ONTHE ROCK A FEW YARDS AWAY FROM HIM. - 4) = THE LIGHT APPROACHES, RELENTLESS... 


or 
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INEVITABLY, MORTIMER IS PINNED : ee 
AGAINST THE ROCK BY THE UNYIELDING|| || BLINDED, HE INSTINCTIVELY AT HIS VERY FEET, AFEW | | have to find 
Ga se ah es LOWERS HIS EYES AND INCHES EROM THE GAP, LIES - 2 way to get rid 
SHOUTS OUT IN SURPRISE... THE PRECIOUS PORTFOLIO. Z 


of that blasted 


Goodness 
me! 


A FEW MINUTES LATER, THE BEAM IS 
QUICK AS LIGHTNING, " YEP LAC AN/ CHES 
MORTIMER PULLS OUT HIS Repair it quick/y!.. Ractio, BACK OG HORNE Hagen eas ae 
PISTOLS AND EMPTIES THEM contact the other groups 
AT THE PROJECTOR... © gait immediately. He can’t 
escape us, now; the rock 
is completely surrounded. 


| THE IMPERIALS FEVERISHLY BEGIN SCRUTINISING 
EVERY INCH OF THE PYRAMID... 


Nothing serious, 
Just 2 severed 
power cable, 


Hmmm. Not much ammunition 
left, I’m afraid. But, by 
Saint George, they’// pa 
dearly for capturing me! 


Ha! What's this? The 
limelight? Mortimer, 
my friend, this show 


Is about to start! INDEED THE OTHER UNITS, RECALLED 


1 = 2 OVER THE RADIO, HAVE SET UP THEIR OWN 
| . AND EVENTUALLY LOCATE THEIR FUGITIVE, { PROJECTORS AND ARE FLOODING THE 
STANDING AT THE TOP OF THE ROCK. eh TOP OF THE PYRAMID WITH THE LIGHT OF 


THEIR CONVERGING BEAMS... 
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UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS, | THE FALL OF A STONE 
IN OMINOUS SILENCE, ; BEHIND HIM STARTLES 
THE IMPERIALS BEGIN THEIR ene -. THE PROFESSOR... 
ASSAULT ON THE PYRAMID. j 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE ATTACK | 

MORTIMER, ALTHOUGH DOESN'T COME FROM ONE DIRECTION | 

BLINDED BY THE PROJECTORS, ONLY. INDEED THE /MPERIALS ARE |i 
OPENS FIRE ON HIS ENEMIES. SCALING THE ROCK FROM ALL SIDES. \ 


DASHING FROM ONE SIDE TO ALAS! AT THAT RATE, AMMUNITION 
THE OTHER, MORTIMER UNLEASHES RUNS OUT QUICKLY, AND SUDDENLY. 


AFLURRY OF SHOTS... Py, _ tis 
= i 


Blast! No more bullets! 


8 
He’s stopped 
shooting. at ’s 
ours now! Any Not yet. /n the 
sight of the |= meantime, |’// 
; others? >| fet HO know! 
Why the devil are Ded sad... Chavon 


they not stenoting at ‘ottake wecsivol 
me, anyway! 


BUT THE ST RUGGLE /§ TOOUNEQUAL. OUR 
HERO PUTS UP THE FIGHT OF HIS LIFE, BUT 
THE ENO IS NEAR... = 


.. AND SOON, CRUSHED BY SHEER 
i, | NUMBERS, MORTIMER 1S DEFEATED 
Bae eye eigen LIKE | Le AND OVERPOWERED! 


= 


16 


BLAKE AND NASIR, FILLED WITH WORRY, 
LISTENTOTHE DISTANT SOUND OF THE BATTLE. 


/t’s over... He’s 
stopped shooting! 


Captain, let me try to 
find out what happened 


to Sahib Mortimer. 


Zi NM 


We//, hello, my dear professor! Colonel, one of the patro/s 
Fancy meeting you here... You ed that they'd found 


see, one of our patro/s happened 
upon your footprints in the sand. 


the fugitives’ camp— but 


they've 


All they had to do then was , disappeared. 
[follow them here and grab you! 
What on earth were you looking 
for here at this hour? | trust 
nothing unpleasant happened 
to our good captain? | would 
be so sad; he’s such 2 perfect 


gentleman! 


Lu 4 
SLOWLY, THE TWO MEN WALK OF F INTOTHE NIGHT. 


BROUGHT DOWN FROM THE PYRAMID, 
A HALF-UNCONSCIOUS MORTIMER 1S 
THROWN AT OLRIK’S FEET. 


No, stay. Remember his 
words: the fate of the 
Empire is within our 
hands. Let's get going; 

’t’s time, But 


we’// be back. 


Nothing on him, Wf | expected! as much, The 

Colonel. Nothing man’s careful... Al! 
right, go after the 
other two. 


Ny D 


Bah! They won't go far. The 
whole province is on alert 
and the navy’s 

patrolling the | 
coast... We’// 


Ha! Ha! How very alro//, my dear 
professor! Have it your way... 
But know this: we have many 
exce//ent means of persuasion 
; at our disposal. They will surely 
catch them. . /oosen your tongue! 


Oh, | do 
not doubt 


Mortimer, let me get straight tothe point. We 
like men of yourtcalibres} My offer fp ehis: you : that for an 
hive, and you'will head one of dur laboratories 8 instant, my 
in exchange for... dear colone/! 


..the plans! Bah! I’m sure 
aman as perspicacious as 
you won't need my help to 
recover them!.. 


arcaod HEADQUARTERS OF THE IMPERIAL FORCES. 


COMMUNIQUE FROM 30 AUGUST, YEAR 1 OF THE PAN-ASIAN ERA 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Our troops, continuing the systematic reduction of pockets of enemy 
resistance, are completing the conquest of the world. In every country, 
now merged into a single great empire under the sceptre of our glorious 
emperor, collaborators aware of. the superior interests of their fellow 
countrymen are joining forces with the military government to quickly 
set up the New World's Order. Everywhere, resolute and sympathetic 
men are rebuilding the ruins left by the corruption and carelessness of the 
old plutocratic governments. ‘And it is with great enthusiasm that they 
enrol under the banner of the New Empire to help build the World of 
Tomorrow! Colonel Olrik, Chief of editors: and Military Advisor to 
His Majesty, was promoted to the title of Commander of the Order of the 
Purple Sun for the eminent services rendered during this campaign. 
General Kudu-Noor, Commanding Officer, 7th Zone 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE RESISTANCE 
COMMUNIQUE FROM THE'LIBERTY’ NETWORK, 30 AUGUST 


PEOPLE OF THE WORLD 


Do not lose hope, for the struggle against our hated enemy continues 
from the shadows. An implacable, ferocious aggressor defeated us [i 
by surprise, using the terrifying weapons of modern technology to the 
full extent of their dreadful power! To such brutality, unprecedented in 
history, we will answer with the coldest of determinations! No mercy for 
the traitors who joined the ranks of the conqueror! Every day, several of 
those renegades pay for their ignominious cowardice with their lives! 
Every day as well, our acts of sabotage disorganise the forces of the 
enemy and pave the way for our revenge. It will be swift and decisive, 
for the time is near when, armed with a weapon of irresistible power, we }* 
will push the Imperials back into their lair, where we will crush them once 
and forall! 


THREE MONTHS HAVE GONE BY SINCE PROFESSOR MORTIMER WAS CAPTURED AND CAPT: “AIN BLAK, E AND SERGEANT NASIR 
MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED. IN THE SKIES OF LHASA, NEW CAPITAL OF THE WORLD EMPIRE, APPEARS THE RED WING 1, PERSONAL 
PLANE OF COLONEL OLRIK, CHIEF OF INTELLIGENCE. 


LA 


AT THE MILITARY AIRPORT, A GROUP OF OFFICERS 
THE COLONEL IS WORRIED. AWAIT THE COLONEL’S ARRIVAL. 
AN ORDER FROM THE EMPEROR f . J rw SY 
HIMSELF HAS SUMMONED H/M [ YR : — 

BEFORE THE GREAT COUNCIL AT C ; 
ONCE, SO THAT HE CAN ACCOUNT 

FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 

SECRET SERVICE HE HEADS. 


hy. 


la Council has alreadly b= 


al. 
(ieee 


Just between| | Nor would |! That Yes. Apparently he 
us, | wouldn’t\ | Mortimer business doesn’t have many 
want to be in| | could cost him friends among the 


Olrik’s shoes... 


Great Council... 


-EscORTED BY MOTORCYCLE POLICEMEN, Se  _ 


A SHORT WHILE LATER, AS THE CAVALCADE CROSSES 
THE CARS OF OLRIK AND HIS PARTY DRIVE he? - r 
TOWARDS THE IMPERIAL PALACE. THE NEW C/T ¥, OLRIK'S CAR STOPS SUDDENLY. 


z . i rN | Hil a 


So, what's the 
mood at the 
palace? 
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1 ? 
Wi// you go away! 


Lazy, swine!!! 


-OLRIK AND HIS ESCORT MAKE 

THEIR WAY THROUGH HEAVILY 

GUARDED HALLS TOTHE GREAT 
COUNCIL ROOM... 
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trying to reconcile self-interest 
with 


Those plebs are so Bah! Those peop/e are merely 
one’ , 


f -& 


AA 
aa] 


a 


HOWEVER, OLRIK HAS RECOGNISED ONE OF H/S AGENTS 
AND geome, DISCREETLY EXAMINE S THE_. FLAG | 


Ute 
3 ‘ ee es 
7 aid 


~/(/ 


e 0 ’ 


Sire, obeying your imperial 
command, | am ready to 


give Your Majesty and 
the honourable members 
of the Great Counci/ a 
complete and detailed 
report of the activities of 
the secret service | have 
the honour to command. 


First allow me, Sire, and you, gentlemen, to report 
on the paneer and mopping up of conquered 
territories. In short, | believe | can state that, aside 
from 2 few sporadic cases of rebellion, al/ organised 
resistance has virtually ceased. We have captured 
or killed its leaders. As for the Blake and Mortimer 
case that was specially entrusted to me, it Is nearing 
resolution. While our enemies’ destruction of the 
Scafel/ plant was 2 regrettable loss for us, we have 
corroborating reports that Blake almost certainly 
perished in the quicksands that abound in the area 
where Mortimer was captured. As for the /atter, | am 
convinced that the secret he holds will soon be ours... 


A rather optimistic report, Co/one/. 
Unfortunately, not everyone sees 
things in such a favourable light... 


Xe an 4G 
ty J G°.8 aE 
MX SCL 
bh sy Ee 
IN| The C 7 sf 
ACI listening Colonel! 
C85) CE. 
aD x be 


Me, for example!... You dare 
to cal/ ‘sporadic cases of 
rebellion’ the destruction of 
the great viaduct of Wloclawek, 
the massacre of the Mers E/ 
Kebir garrison and the bruta/ 
murder of Governor Wa/ter, 
our most precious asset in the 


New World? 


Not to mention the extremely 
mysterious kidnappings of scientists 
and nuclear physics and aeronautics 
specialists from the camps where we 
anprrseoed: then aed. ‘m not ats 
speaking of the propaganda, 
Gandastine tiie pe: a on... 


Must | tell you, Colonel, that | am 
especially displeased with the 
results you've obtained in the 
Blake and Mortimer case? For 


2 start, you bring me no proof 


of Blake’s death, As for the 
professor, will you explain to 
me why you have yet to make 
him talk? You do not seem in 
much of 2 hurry. That secret is 
important. We know that. Am / 
to believe that you have some 
personal reasons for clelaying the 


confession? 


Sire!!! | will actmit that there is 
still some cloubt about Blake, But 
as for Mortimer, he has already 
gone through four very ‘special’ 
intel ions — without cracking. 
During the fifth, the doctor 
noticed 2 serious weakness in 
his heart and opposed any 
new procedure, as it would have 
had lethal consequences. Which 
would have deprived us of our 
only source of information... 


Prisoner s 


Se: ST 
bh} = AFTERTHAT HARSH REPRIMAND, 
AFURIOUS OLRIK LEAVES THE 
COUNCIL ROOM. 


You will pay for this, my 
masters!... 
(3.29) 


£ 


It 1s clear that in all of this you have 
failed to be sufficiently firm. You are 
2 Westerner, Olrik, and consequent/y 
2 little oversensitive. Mortimer is 
deceiving you. He holds the secret o 
the Jost plans... He must talk! | wil/ 
give you one /ast chance. If you fail — 
which would be unfortunate for you — 
/ will send you one of our specialists in 
‘spontaneous confessions’. guarantee 
he will obtain results! 


Go, now!... / give you two days to succeed. 
RS 


Well, my clear colonel, his physical 
impairment certainly didn’t sto 
him from trying to escape, did it! 
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NEAR THE LOCATION OF THE BLAST, A 


KARACHI, THE FOLLOWING NIGHT. IN FRONT OF 
THE INTELLIGENCE BUREAU ’S HEADQUARTERS, MYSTERIOUS LORRY FULL OF HINDU RESISTANCE 


WHERE MORTIMER IS BEING HELD, THE GUARDS 
ARE VIGILANT... FIGHTERS /S IDLING... 


Quick! We've been 
spotted! 
ais 


Curse it! The charge 
blew up too early! 


ww” 4 
“x. 


ENGINE ROARING, THE LORRY AT DAWN, THE KLED WiNG // BANKS VERY SOON, THE ENTIRE SENIOR STAFF HAVE 
PLOUGHS THROUGH AN IMPERIAL PATROL ABOVE nS a ae ‘Ae eee ON THE GATHERED IN OLRIK’S OFFICE. 


ATTEMPTING TO BLOCK ITS PATH AND 
VAN/ISHES INTOTHE NIGHT. 


Colonel, tonight / know, Captain, | 

the rebels once |X| knowl... Gentlemen, 

again tried to... /"ve received new 
Instructions... 


HALF AN HOUR LATER, INTHE HOS 
OPERATIONS ROOM... 


Hello! Hello! All officers 
a to report to the co/one/ 
J immediately. 


BUT NONE OF THE IMPERIALS SUSPECT 
THAT THE APPARENTLY UNREMARKABLE 
SERVANT WHO HAS JUST OVERHEARD 
THEIR CONVERSATION 15 NONE OTHER 
THAN THE FAITHFUL NASIR, WHO 
INFILTRATED THE VERY HEART OF THE 
ENEMY HEADQUARTERS. 


Yes, 1t seems O/rik 

has decided to As for Mortimer, he 

Well, gentlemen, | escalate things... will talk or die under 

think the resistance \\ Sa hi ib armen ay he 

much ene ve Make ap die ma 
/ } } / 

sn } ~eyat 24 hours! 


By Allah! We must 
act swiftly. 
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D 


— SSE ALS s 
[ AT NIGHTFALL NASIR GOES TO 
ACORNER OF THE GARDEN TO 
PICK SOME FRUITS, ALL THE 
WHILE SINGING A STRANGE 
CHANT... 


= Ni \! 


s y uN ( 
WO, Vishnu, you a \ | 
‘ght in the Sun and the \ 
| Moon, the praise tal/the 
| Vedas, the sound in the 
alr, the pure fragrance 
lof the earth... \ 


Wn§ yn, 
WAWH 


THE BEGGAR PICKS IT UP, HURRIEDLY 
HIDES IT UNDER HIS RAGS AND QUICKLY 
WALKS AWAY. 


t/n ‘the fire, the 
i life 


—s 


You are the beginning, the 
middle and the ena, The 
science of the wise, the 
courage of the brave, 
The virtue of the strong, 
the radiance of the 
famous... 


.. AND, ONCE ON ALEVEL WITH 
NASIR, JOINS IN THE CHANT... 


* 


oS ee 


. UNTIL HE REACHES A DESERTED DOCK 


a 


WHERE A DHOW |S MOORED. 


4 0S-— 


NG ALONGSIDE THE SUBMARINE, 
ANGE BEGGAR CLIMBS ABOARD... 


DRAWI. 
THE STR. 


«THEN DISAPPEARS DOWN INTO THE 
CONNING TOWER. ONCE INSIDE, HE TEARS 


OFF HIS BEARD, MOUSTACHE AND 


GLASSES ... REVEALING CAPTAIN BLAKE 


Me LL ML LS, A A A>. 
I TMMEDIATELY, A PAPAYA SAILS 


ER THE WALL AND FALLS AT & 


| 


SUDDENLY, TWO CABLE LENGTHS FROM THE BOW, THE SUPERSTRUCTURE OF A SUBMARINE PIERCES THE SURFACE OF THE WATER... 


Captain Blake, the fisherman is 
awaiting your orders. He would like 
to return to port as quickly as possible. 


BLAKE CAREFULLY PULLS A SMALL | 
i PAPER FROM A SLIT INTHE FRUIT... 


—<— SSE 


be done? We're over 500 miles from out: 


; : \\\ Yes, and we're short on 
O/rik has lost patience. i» \\ | < time... Besides, there's 
He just gave Mortimer 24 : . " little point in trying to 
hours to talk, starting at ’ use force. Our last such 

| noon. attempt just failed... 


Wait 2 minute! | have 
an Idea! Do you have | 
Past that deadline, he — IT 1 : seas oo Eee 
intends on wresting the : 
truth from him through 
torture, regardless of the 
consequences! 


Here, Hand the 
fisherman this 
message. It’s to 
be sent to Nasir 
urgently! And then 
we can go! 


Port, back, 1/3. Starboard, ahead, 1/3. Left, 45 
degrees rudder. Course two-six-zero. All, ahead, 2 7/3! 


See LPR SN 


AS THE SUBMARINE HEADS 
TOWARDS ITS SECRET BASE WITH 
THE ENGINES AT FULL THROTTLE, 

BLAKE CALCULATES HOW MUCH TIME i 


pe er FI ee ee 
[arrive eno oF re secon ar. | 
ZW 
DD) Eas 
y MORTIMER HAS LEFT... 
/ TZ 


Seven o'clock already. K 
| Only 47 more hours! 
/ hope Nasir succeeds! 


Base in view, 60 degrees 
starboard. 


THE HANDS OF THE CLOCK KEEP MOVING FORWARD 
RELENTLESSLY. 


By Tong Cho! What's 
that | see? A submerged 


submarine! 


THROUGH THE PERISCOPE ’S 5 Ness | 
EYEPIECE APPEAR THE A 4 INDEED, SEEN FROM ABOVE, 


THE DARK HULL STANDS OUT 
JAGGED CLIFFS OF RAS 
MUSANDAM. SHARPLY. 


SWOOPING DOWN LIKE A ..AND, ONCE ABOVE HIS AT THE SAME TIME, ON BOARD THE COMING BACK F OR ANOTHER 
SPARROWHAWK, THE IMPERIAL \q QUARRY, DROPS A DEPTH SUBMARINE, A VIOLENT SHAKING PASS, THE PATROL PLANE NOTICES 
ATTACKS ON THE SPOT... CHARGE. SENDS THE CREW FLYING... AS eee ON 
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PWHLETHE IMPERIAL | ii En oS 


PLANE Re aa Wav f es ; /N RADIO CONTACT WITH THE BASE, 


FZ a the JS7 and the go! ? THE S2 DIVES EVEN DEEPER. 


An bia 9g ‘ier JS3 were Jost... 
Ca bia tain? 


No! All's in =—— 

The pilot was fooled * 

by our discharge of |ma 
7. 


Come to course 080! 
Report our position 


Turn on the : N Request the opening 
searchlights. ae ee j ox j : of the door! 


“Ze 


THE COURSE /S SET TOWARDS eeiseen. nee : | AND THE SUBMARINE VANISHES 
EMBEDDED IN THE ROCK WALL... on eae een Ee a TIES eae 
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WHILE THE ENTRANCE i ..THE §2 PASSES THROUGH A COLOSSAL AIRLOCK 
| CLOSES BEHIND IT... AND CONTINUES TOWARDS ITS BERTH... 


x 


Res eset 


1 , is 


|... WHERE IT COMES TOA REST 
ALONGSIDE ITS LANDING STAGES. 


=) 


AND THE SUBMARINE SOON FLOATS LEVEL WITH THE 


POWERFUL PUMPS QUICKLY EVACUATE THE WATER j 
PLATFORMS. THE CREW RUSH ONTOTHE DECK. 


oe 


Refuel, and be 
ready to leave at 
the first signal! 

What are the 
Stop a// engines! ‘| orders, sir? 
Secure rudder! = 


IPON DISEMBARKING, BLAKE HEADS THEN A SMALL ELECTRIC 
a s i TRAIN TAKES H/M THROUGH 


TOWARDS A STEEL HATCH THAT 1M UP... 
OPENS AS HE APPROACHES... A COMPLEX NETWORK OF 
ARCHED TUNNELS... 


Ah! There you are at 
/ast, Blake! We//? 


==, 
Aa 


WA 


FLL 


Things are getting 
worse, sit! he 


Lars 


HALF AN HOUR LATER, BLAKE 15 COMPLETING 
HIS POST-MISSION REPORT TO S/R WILLIAM 
|| GRAY, THE ADMIRAL GOVERNOR OF THE BASE. 


| hope so! We have to rescue Mortimer 
from their clutches as soon as possible. 
Without him, we are al/ but paralysed. 


The world is ready to rebel against the 
tyranny of the Yellow Empire, for misery 
is everywhere. Concentration camps are 
filled with millions of poor souls. Workers 
and intellectuals are deported en masse, 
then dispatched to every distant corner of 
the empire, The traitors who made up the 
infamous fifth columns collaborate openly 
with the enemy and hold every position of 
power. Nevertheless, very active resistance 
ce//s, supported by our underground radio 
and press, have sprung up al/ across the | 
world. Srl ain their leaders lack 2 | 
concerted strategy — and, more importantly, 
an efficient weapon... 


Finally, | entrusted the fisherman 
with a message for Nasir in which | 
ask him to get in touch with Mortimer 
urgently and by any means possible. 
He's to advise Philip to pretend to give 
in and, if necessary, reveal part of the 
secret of the Swordfish, 


/ see. However, are you 
sure your message wi// 
reach its destination? 
And in time? 


/ quite agree! All the more so because 
during your absence | received some 
very interesting reports on the current 
situation and the frame of mind of 
enslaved nations... 


Cees, Oo 
He/lo! Hello! This_is post four. Group J has A SHORT WHILE LATER, INSIDE THE 
just returned. | pet pelo he has Bo Dias RAV DER it Aa aa 
gathered in the hall. WAITING... 


ares Sh 


Yes! Which rs precisely what the 
Swordfish would be!’ /n short, 
everything 1s unfolding as we had 
predicted? it’// be up tous to give the 
signal of the uprising... But without 

fortimer and his plans, and also the 
necessary technicians and specialists... 


Three injured, 
one serious/y. 


Well, Blake, as it happens, this is 
one of our commandos returning 
from a raid on the Bahrain 
transit camp. What do you say?... 


All right, let’s 
go and have 
2 /ook. 


Lreutenant José Dr Sen Tsie, of Captain Leon Didier, 


Gentlemen, as governor 
of this base and in the 
name of His Britannic 
Mayesty, it is my pleasure 
to we/come you here. 
Now, please would you 


te// us who you are? 


Lopez, assigned to 
the aeronautical 
laboratory of Car- 
tagena airbase. 


van Mikalin, 


teacher at the 
Moscow Aviation 
Institute. 


Nanking University, 
director of State 


Laboratories. 


Professor Alvear, 
working for the 
Nuclear"Research 
Laboratory of Bue- 


nos Aires. 
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ssor of ballistics 


at Toulon’s Nava/ 


ices Haakon, of 
the Arti/lery 
Test Facility in 


Gothenburg. 


Thank you, gentlemen. 
Now, Captain Blake here 
is fee going to exp/ain 
what we expect from 
you. Over to you, 
Captain. 


crpateh yee tae a pena Eee ALITTL ve LAT re OLRIK ENTERS THE ROOM WHERE 
MOVING CORWARD INCREASINGLY ORTIMER 15 WAITING, HANDS BOUND. 


FAST IN KARACHI.THE DEADLINE 
GIVEN TO MORTIMER HAS ALREADY 
EXPIRED AND, DESPITE ALL HIS 7 
EFFORTS, NASIRHASNT BEEN fap ad foccegel oe ey aia 
construction of 2a brand new type of combat ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE Z ? 9 


So, have pees 
vehicle that, once it has entered service, wil/ CRORE OK. 


some thoug 
ensure us absolute victory over the Imperials. ee 
The plans of that vehicle are temporarily Colonel, it’s time. 
unavailable, but we hope to be able to recover paae 


them very soon. It is up to you, specialists of . a ft Spink ese 
all kinds, to complete the endeavour that A | room... By the way, 
e 


’ Py | you should have ¢t. 
wes unfortunately interrupted by the sudden ee one es 


outbreak of war. | around the pavilion. 


Gentlemen... Like the brave men who freed you 
have already told you, you are here to work 
together in 2 spirit of brotherhood towards 
iiareting the world. We need you for the 


a 


lord soldier, | am the 
MME SET PRUARO™ | [Ace wr) crete aeohe oe 
CONTACT MORTIMER DIRECTLY, do you want, [am iat said to reinforce the 
HAS OVERHEARD OLRIK’S ORDER |] | | man? w| fence, $0... 
CONCERNING THE BARBED WIRE, 
AND HAS DEVISED A PLAN. 


Oh, is that so? Please yourself, then... ... Wi// you speak, now?... Eh?... 
Go ahead, you /ot. a Wi// you?... 
| 


A 


WHILE PRETENDING TO WORK HARD, WAITING FOR MORTIMER TO BE REVIVED, OLRIK SMOKES NERVOUSLY... 
AN ANGUISHED NASIR FOLLOWS - - PROFESSOR MORTIMER, SLOWLY 


THE VARIOUS STAGES OF THE fi A REGAINING CONSCIOUSNESS, 
INTERROGATION THROUGH THE I'm worried he won't Yes... hat pig-heacled Englishman IS SUDDENLY STRUCK BY THE 
OPEN WINDOW. ] survive this, Colone/... Is 2 lost cause. PECULIAR RHYTHM OF A METALLIC |, 
- 4 HAMMERING SOUND COMING FROM 
So, this isn’t rough enough? 7 THE GARDEN... 
Right, Jet's continue!.. kc 


One moment, Co/one/!.. 
Ss 


He’s lost consciousness. 


| Doctor, hurry! : ‘ . 
MEANWHILE, OUTSIDE, NASIR CONTINUES 
: s HIS MYSTERIOUS WORK... 
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We/l, Professor, are we feeling more 
reasonable? Why such stubbornness, 
anyway? Hey! Professor! Are you 
Ah, good! | want to . listening to me at least? 
get this over with, 


PCa ee ery 


Co/one/! 
He’s coming 
round! 


: ig! ‘ou pest! Or /’// have you = 
Pi is iy Flogged! ‘ 
Hey, you! si are 
wer merement YOU dong there? i 


TF 


a 
DP) ae 
Ara 


Excellent! | see that common sense has 


Right, let's get back to the matter prevailed at last. So, this Swordfish... 


at hand! I’m warning you, Mortimer, What is j#2 
there’s 2 imit to my patience!... : 


All right! 
l’ve had 
enough... 


Here’s what it I's: 2 war 
machine of formidable 
power and of an 
entirely new conception. 
That machine... 


moment! 
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Aargh! Blast that 
infernal racket! | 
can’t hear myself 
think! 


~\ 
EE AOR TS TIE 
om FACED WITH SUCH ATHREAT, NAS/R 
Wi// you go away immediately, CANNOT REMAIN. PICKING UP HIS TOOLS, 


HE WALKS AWAY SWIFTLY... 


| hope the pro- 
-| fessor understood 


Gent/emen, please wait for me 
in the foyer... 


We//! | must admit I’m 
not sorry that these 
Hittle antics are over. My 
arms are all numb... 


Yes, | do apologise for 
the cavalier way I’ve 
been forced to treat 
you, against my will... 
But war is wat, I's 't 


not? Whisky? 


Ah, that’s more 
like it! And how 
much time would 
it take? 


but | might be 
able to recreate 
them /f 1 were 
given the means... 


You have a scientific 
mind, Mortimer, and I’m 
2 man of action. We're 
made for each other... 
What al’you think? 


Ha! Colone/ O/rrk, 
you're opening up 
new horizons!... 


In a way... What | can 
assure you Is that whoever 
has access to it, even if 
only in smal/ numbers, 
would be ab/e to attack 
and quickly defeat any 


army, no matter how 


owerful. A handful o 
oh bok yea men oe 
everything's wiped out... 


Va say... Six months... 
Or thereatouts. 


I'd have to have a guiet 
location and 2 few instruments... 
Above all, for me it’s a 
guestion of intellectual con- 
centration... This place would 
do nicely, for example... 
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And what would you need to 
accomplish this 
re-creation? 


Then that’s perfect. 
I have this pavilion 
Isolated from the 
rest of the park; 
that way you’// 


be ab/e to work in 


Everything 1's settled, then, Professor 
Mortimer. I’m going to report to the 
Emperor at once. | shal! say that you 
consented to talk, that the plans have 
disappeared and that you immediately 
began work on recreating them, under my 
supervision, It’// be an easy thing to pull 
off, If | may say so!... Of course, you’// 
have to be kept under some surveillance... 
You understand, I’m sure? 


It goes without 
saying, Colone/. 


Ha! This is very 
interesting, my dear 
professor... And the 
plans... Where are 
they now? 


Alas, there’s the rub... During our 
odyssey, we lost them somewhere 
in the cliffs of Makran. We'd 
split up to increase our chances 
of finding them when | was 
captured... 


Te// me, Mortimer, you're a broad- 
minded man, aren't you?... So, what 
do you say we speak openly? Granted, 
/'m working for the Empire... But | 
have little reason to be pleased about 
tt; and besides, I’m stil] a Westerner. 
I'll confess that the excesses of 
this war have aggrieved me, and my 
conscience is forcing me to wonder 1f 
it’s right to put such a formidable 
weapon into the hands of these men. 
Rather, don’t you think it would be 
our duty to use this weapon to free 
the world, when the time Is right? 
/ myself am ready to 

dedicate myself to this 

noble endcleavour... 


We// then, my dear 
professor, to the success 
of our projects!... 


Absolutely... To the 
success bs our pro- 
Jects, my clear colonel... 


Keep an eye on him, Li. Between you and me, 
| find this sudlelen change of heart suspicious... ae a 5 
Well, gentlemen, we've achieved , i F 
our objective at last. The man is 
talking... | think His Majesty will 


be satisfied... 


ri | 


Congra- 
tulations, 
Colone/! 


The bird i's in his 


4!) ‘ 
i — And otis ao ten 
unlike O pass “i {y} 
shrcag the bors iT Hala l 
j too — he's a ted and too wel/ 
i too big for that... 

i 

Wi a) 


“ie 


"NASI R, LYING IN WAI , OVERHEARS TH. 
__ OFFICERS AS THEY LEAVE. 


.-BUT OLRIK AND LI ARE JUST ABOUT | 


4 


MORTIMER, WHO STILL DOESN'T TOENTER HIS ROOM... / apologise for interrupting 
KNOW THE IDENTITY OF THE 7 ae EL ED BS == 2 came your work... But |’ 
MYSTERIOUS ALLY WHO SENT HIM , And remember, the /ike to present Captain 
THAT PROVIDENTIAL MESSAGE . Li, whom I’ve chosen 
TAPPED OUT IN MORSE ON i ne to /ook after your too kind, 


THE FENCE, /S PREPARING A 
COMMUNICATION FOR BLAKE, JUST 
IN CASE... 


security. Co/lone/. 


THE PROFESSOR BARELY HAS THE T/ME TO SLIP 
THE PAPER AMONG H/S DOCUMENTS... 


Already at work, J That’s right... | didn’t think of that... 
Profesror? We// Actually, I'm Li have : /amp brought in, of you? 


done! not, as the The light for the 
Night is alreacly : $5 att . - 


Sorry to have to impose such primitive lighting 
on you, but tomorrow the pavilion wil/ be 


hooked into HQ’s grid. 


Yes, Colone/ Sahib. 


STUNNED, MORTIMER HAS JUST You there! Put the ..CRUMPLES IT, THEN LETS IT 
RECOGNISED THE LIGHT BEARER /amp on the table. DROP INTO THE WASTEPAPER 
AS NASIR... BASKET. 


HIS BACK TOTHE TABLE, MORTIMER FURTIVELY PULLS THE 
MESSAGE HE’S PREPARED FROM UNDER H/S PAPERS... 


des MB Age slots Blasted lighter!... It just Hold on, Colonel, | should apes ke as ae el Bled 
NASIR’S WATCHFUL EYES. ee / tig ait Loe MORTIMER HAS JUST DROPPED IN 
somewhere, eh 
And empty this basket while 


you're at It. 


Oh, don’t trouble yourself, Hey, you! Come 
Professor... here: 


TWISTS IT, THEN WALKS OVER TO THE WITH A HEAVY HEART, MORTIMER AND NASIR ...Well, well — aren't you the one who was 
LAMP AND CALMLY SETS IT ALIGHT. ME OE OE DORE working on the fence the other day? 


Ha! You see, my dear 
Mortimer, in al/ 
cikcumstances, one must 
seize the opportunity 
when it presents itself... 
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AS AN EMBARRASSED NASIR STRUGGLES 
TO FIND AN ANSWER TO OLRIK’S 
QUESTION, THE FLAME SUDDENLY 
REACHES THE COLONEL’S FINGERS. 


[ JUST AT THAT MOMENT, CAPTAIN L/ 


UNFORTUNATELY, MORTIMER SEES | 
| BURSTS INTO THE ROOM. 


WITH DISMAY THAT HIS MESSAGE HAS | 
BEEN ENTIRELY BURNT... 


i Colonel, Doctor Sun Fo has just 
arrived from Lhasa! 


Watch 
out, 


Sahib! 


Go on, pick 
it up and 
get lost! 


Excuse me for a minute... Of course, 
11 be back... Co/one/. 


(= 
Ah, my dear doctor, what a pleasure Of course... ‘ve been tasked b 

» 5 . sea YY , 

i it 1s to see youl... But what /ucky Abi... And may | ask in Us Najacty and ... by the Great My clear Mortimer, allow me 

circumstance brings you to Karachi? what capacity ?... Counci/ to assist Professor to introduce Doctor Sun Fo, 

i s Mortimer... sent specially from Lhasa to 


aay supervise your Work... 


Oh, no chance, 
Colone/... |’m 
here by order of 
the Emperor... 


/ am truly sorry to impose on she Pi Pe Pr ugcey 
you, Co/one/... But | won't be a Would you follow mé?... 


nuisance, 


Well, now!... Time to let the professor get some rest... As for you, 
my dear doctor, tomorrow /'// have a set of rooms prepared for 
you Z this pavilion. For tonight, though, you'll be my guest at the 
residence... 


Yes! That is to say I’ve been instructed to place my 
very modest knowledge at your aisposal. 


WHILE SUN £O AND MORTIMER BEGIN EXCHANGING 
VIEWS, OLRIK WHISPERS TO Li: 


That spectacled toad must By the way, Mortimer, you won ‘t forget 
have been sent here to spy r our agreement will you! 


on me... Don’t trust him... 


YSHA Se ee Ss etal aol, ae M) | P} ...AND SITS ON ABENCH AT THE FOOT 


THE CL EW DAYS WARDED PAVN Ne i pipe MOF THE PALISADE TO SMOKE HIS PIPE. 
ce He 60 
ee Pace WOR U pei 
ON OF CAPTAIN N LI 
SUA SUN VEO™ 


UKE EVERY DAY, AFTER THE HEAT HAS ABATED, 
MORTIMER GOES OUT INTO THE GARDEN ALONG WITH 
HIS TWO SUPERVISORS... 


SAVOURING T1 
T OF Re c 
y Me H/L 
- ), BRA CH 
ERHA , G/N 
ES eee YAN 
TO) > MIND. IDI . 


/ mast be carefu/ 
not to attract their 
attention!... 


HILE NASIR CAREFULLY : | think it'd be wise to go back in, Professor. «AND WHILE THE PROFESSOR 
MEMORISES PEM ROM HIS 4 It’s getting cooler... RETURNS TOTHE PAVILION, NASIR 
VANTAGE POINT, MORTIMER’S LEAVES H/S HIDING PLACE, YUMPS 

,, DOWN FROM THE TREE AND 


= TWOGUARDS COME CLOSER 
AND SUDDENLY... 4 A ia Oh! Er... All right, let's go, then. EO ae 
»~ s gs 


BUT BEFORE STANDING UP, MORTIMER QUICKLY 
ERASES THE MESSAGE WITH H/S FOOT... 


BACK AT THE SECRET BASE, BLAKE AND SIR 
WILLIAM EXAMINE NASIR’S REPORT, WHICH 


HAS JUST BEEN SENT TO THEM. 
er: 


Without 2 doubt, Sir Wi//iam, 
there’s something in this message | 
don’t understand. It’s quite possible 
that Nasir made a mistake copying 


‘Captain Sahib, I’ve managed 
to make contact with the 
professor. He drew some 
signs in the sand for me to 
memorise and forward to 
you. Here they are...’ 


it — especially if the signs were 
weitten in the sand. 


Indeed... Blake, would 
you read it one more 


So far, it’s clear enough, 
but then there’s that 
blasted cryptogram. 


BELOW NASIR’S ENCODED MESSAGE 
1S ALINE OF MYSTIFYING SIGNS. 


Without doubt!... So the second , ; 
sign would seem to indicate the Finally, the letters SW would probably give us 
place where the plans were /ost the side of the pyramid where the documents 

are hidden, That leaves the cross! Maybe 


and where Mortimer was captured 
— that Is to say the pyramid... he drew one on the rock at the hiding spot 
ltself?.. 


Let’s work through it again. The first sign 
very likely represents the Swordfish, since 
it’s a stylised reproduction of its shape. 


Therefore, the 
message would 
relate to the 3 
sel da “Np Incleed that seems j y Bi edniol 
/ausible A... es... But how do you 
—, : explain that O/rik’s 
own search didn’t 
lead anywhere? 


ee 
= 
True... We//, in that case, there’s no AT THE SAME MOMENT, IN THE INTELLIGENCE bad SOON, OLRIK’S CAR LEAVES KARACHI 
alternative. We have to ook on site. |’m CLS MAZE HE RU AR AGEL || & ON ITS WAY TO HYDERABAD. 
) f 


ing to head there immediately with : 
ee men, by the overland fide. Ly, | have to go to Hyderabad You can 


a “ee! 8 because of that pen 


_ 
sabotage business... Be extra en his 
te while I’m gone and, Lojanell 
above all, don’t./eave Sun Fo : 
alone with Mortimer. 


All right!... 111 order 
the SZ to deploy 
from Karachi, in case 
something new occurs 
there. 


AFEW HOURS AETER OLRIK’S DEPARTURE, page 5 oe = 
THE BEZENDJAS, NOW ATTACHED TO THE \ bts aneeetm [bean raise 
COLONEL’S SERVICE, ARRIVES IN KARACHI ; PSP SEs: y officer 

TO REPORT AS USUAL... 


Here’s to our generous 
conguerors! Ha! Ha! Ha! 


You'// have to wait, Bezendjas. 

The co/one/ i's away and won't 

be back unti/ tomorrow. for now, 

take your mount to the stables 

and ‘go to the kitchen for some 
food. Scram!... 


.. AND BEGINS CHASING AFTER HE EVENTUALLY ARRIVES IN THE 


BUT SUDDENL U 
| BYASTR ‘ LIAR THE SHADOW THAT FLEES GARDEN, BUT THE FUGITIVE HAS 
| SILHOUETTE PASSING BY FURTIVELY. THROUGH DESERTED HALLS. VANISHED WITHOUT A TRACE... 


There's no cloubt... 
Hey, you! You That was him al/ 
there! Stop! ; right! | have to. 
| warn Captain L/ 

without dle/ay... 


; =| 
‘- 
Li. 
el 
4 


a 


r 


MOMENTS LATER, BEFORE . . Yes, Lord Captam, I’m certain. 

__ THE DUTY OFFICER. | ry ap tas Ve. gaye /t was the Ninedion who wes Hem, Ohare 
By Allah, Lord Officer — I’m telling you 4 fais iad eho pei a Very 
/ must speak to Captain Li right away. would be 2 good ided... 


It’s of the utmost importance! 


Fine, but if | disturb 
the captain for nothing 
you'll be sorry! 


SHAH AMID ID 


Indeed, | believe you 
were right. Very well, 
/’mon my way. 
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impossible, Captain, the colone/ just , 
left for Larkana... Along the railway Pe ronde pepe 
line... A messenger? Certainly... Very 


Hello! This is Captain Li. Put me well... /’ve got it. 


through to Colone/ Olrik. Very 
urgent, an absolute priority! 


There. The co/one/ wil/ be warned in 2 few 
hours. In the meantime, you, Lieutenant, 
have the entire residence searched and 
double the guard. As for you, Bezendj2s, 
gather the native servants and gri// them. 


Ri ht! S hoot that lot over 3 ‘k? 
ire. /t’// make the others ecstasy nae 
think twice. ( 3 = 


So, C iene! 
what do you 
é think? 


ees | 

Clearly the work } 

— ee 2 pe ‘essional! PN 
th 


1, we'll have to eS 


make an example 
of somebody... 4 & 


eS 


Follow my instructions to the letter, Major. 

Accelerate the repairs on the railway and, 

most important, keep a firm hand on the 
natives... 


Safe return, 
\\ Co yore 
3) x< 


My cat, straightaway, 
and then on to Karachi 
by the shortest way 
possible! 


OLRIK’S CAR HAS JUST PASSED THROUGH 
DADU WHEN A GAPING CRACK SPLITS THE ONCE OF F THE TRAIL, THOUGH, THERE'S NO 


ROAD AHEAD. oy GOING BACK, AND NOW THE CAR MUST FACE 
ANEW ENEMY: SAND... 


It’s very common in this season, Colone/. 
The only thing to do is bypass it. 


By thunder! What 
2 waste of time. Oh, 


well... Go ahead! : is Bay ; <a Fe BS 
e nope © S\=A\ a 


i 


BUT SUDDENLY A STRANGE, COPPER- THE MAN DOESNT HESITATE. 


COLOURED CLOUD APPEARS ON THE HE PUTS H/S FOOT DOWN, TRYING 
HORIZON. TO ACQUIRE ENOUGH SPEED IN THE 


DOWNWARD RUSH TO MAKE IT 
BACK UP THE OTHER SIDE... 


Co/onel, it’s the monsoon! 
it's coming straight for 
us! 


Curses! Just what we 
needed! We have to 
out of here as quickly 
as possible. Chang turn 
us round, and huFry! 


SUDDENLY THE DRIVER STRAIGHTENS UP AT THE 
WHEEL AS A LARGE HOLLOW OPENS UP JUST IN 
FRONT OF HIM... 


TOO LATE! THE MONSOON 1S ALREADY 


THE TYRES BITE, DIG INTO THE GROUND... HURRIEDLY, THE MEN CUT BRANCHES 
BUT UNFORTUNATELY, AFEW YARDS FROM FROM NEARBY BUSHES, FASHION/NG UPON THEM, MERCILESSLY SWEEPING THE 
SLOPE. THE FOUL, CHOKING SAND GETS 


THE TOP, THE WHEELS START SPINNING... THEM INTO A SORT OF CRUDE MAT WHICH, 
THE CAR WONT BUDGE. ONCE PLACED UNDER THE DRIVING EVERYWHERE, BURNING THEIR EYES, 
WHEELS, WILL PROVIDE THE TRACTION PARCHING THEIR THROATS... 


NEEDED FOR THE LAST LEAP... 


Enough! At the first sign of a lull, 
we set off Unless by ip. MEANWHILE, ON THE PYRAMID, BLAKE AND 


SAFE INSIDE THE VEHICLE, THE THREE MEN 
PUT THEIR HEADS TOGETHER... 


Damnation, Chang! What a stupid idea you 
had, cutting across Sonmianl Bay! We're stuck 
here without hope of rescue... /s there any 


help to be found around here? 


Cfaess HIS MEN, PROTECTED BY WATCHFUL LOOKOUTS, 
a HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR THE SWORDFISH 
PLANS FOR HOURS ... /N VAIN. 


A small outpost somewhere to the north, 
/ think... But how can we find it in this 
featureless landscape? 


———— 


: OUTSIDE, THE MONSOON RAGES.. 
Te 


Yet it’s clearly part of 
the cryptogram... 


To think they could be BUT THE SUN SLOWLY D, 
TOWARDS THE HORI. 


SU ESCENDS 
Just within our grasp! AR 'ZON... 
f 


wa To 


The sun i's setting, Captain. We're going to ] BUT SUDDENLY, BLAKE LETS OUT 


have to abort the search. ATRIUMPHANT CRY AND POINTS... 


= 


There!Look!l! 


JUST BEFORE THEM, THE PECULIAR 
SILHOUETTE OF A ROCKY PEAK, BACKLIT 
BY THE SETTING SUN, STANDS OUT IN THE 

SHAPE OF ACROSS... 


THE SEARCH RESUMES WITH 

Now | can understand the cryptogram: 
There’s no doubt! Surrounded on the ‘Swordfish plans — hidden on the SW 
pyramid, Mortimer must have noticed face of, the pyramid — level with the 
that peak at the /ast minute, when LOR Sens 
he'd already recovered the documents. 
Struck by its shape, he’// have hidden 
the plans in a crack that must be facing 
the cross, most likely on a level with the 
intersection of the two arms. 


~ 


Ve 


'e must hurry! It’s 
getting dark, 


Wo 
a 
’ 


/ think we're really warm 
this time, boys!.. The area 
that’s facing the cross 
must be explored inch by 
inch! Let’s get to work! 


erie 
Ws | 21 fog 4 
WING C12 ANAS JAE | 


BLAKE, WHO’S JOINED THE SEARCH TEAMS, f | | Vins UN Av 4 
SUDDENLY SPOTS A NARROW CRACK, BARELY FoENG \ | A ) 
V/SIBLE AMONG THE ROOTS OF A SHRUB. 


a 
BLAKE HAVING GIVEN THE SIGNAL OF 
meee Ore piles et DEPARTURE, THE MEN DASH DOWNHILL 
pS TOWARDS THE SHORE... 
Swordfish 7 
Yes, my friends, and now the 
/mperials had better watch 
out. Things are hotting up 
for them! 


.. WHEN SUDDENLY THE SHRILL WHISTLE 
OF A LOOKOUT PIERCES THE AIR. 


A 


THROUGH HIS BINOCULARS, BLAKE SOON SEES IT 1§ INDEED THE S2 THAT HAS 


’ JUST EMERGED. IMMEDIATELY A DINGHY 
THE SUB’S LONG HULL BREAK THE SURFACE... TS LAUNCHED AND HEADS TOWARDS 


THE SHORE. 


Look over there, Captain... 
That wake... 


By Jove! That's 2 submarines 
periscope! 


UNDERSTANDING THAT THEY MUST BE | HAVING REACHED THE WATER, HE’S SURPRISED Oh ml .. Quick, te// 
HERE FOR HIM, BLAKE SPRINTS DOWN TO RECOGNISE NASIR STANDING AT THE FRONT me everything! 


THE LAST SLOPE. OF THE BOAT. 


ere 


UU = ioe Nasir! What's going on? , : 
os SS Captain, things are 
aS. Sawer turning sour in 


\ S “Sy Karachi! 


SOON AFTER, HAVING TAKEN BLAKE AND 
As for the professor, he won't be able to HIS COMPANIONS ABOARD, THE S2 COMES 
keep his charade up for much longer — ABOUT AND DISAPPEARS BENEATH THE 
Th a Balseh Sun Fo ss keeping too close an eye on him. OCEAN WAVES ABLAZE WITH THE RAYS 

‘atl : y a Olvik is away at the moment, and | think OF THE SETTING SUN... 

pes a pie this is 2 good time to act because such an 
| managed to escape opportunity may not present itself again! 
him and make it to 
the harbour. But now 
my cover /s blown over 
there... 


You're right... | have 
to make 2 decision 
guickly... Let’s hurry 
tothe SZ! 
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MEANWHILE, IN KARACHI, THE NIGHT 
PROMISES TO BE HEAVY AND STIFLING AS 
STORMY CLOUDS SLOWLY GATHER IN THE SKY. 
IN THE HQ PAVILION, THE ATMOSPHERE |S 
ALSO PARTICULARLY TENSE... 


we” 


Very 
interesting, 
Captain... 


Take your time, 
Captain. All the 


time you need... 


Hello, the quardhouse... 
Yes, this is Captain 
Li... Al/ right, I’m on 
my way. 


BUT CAPTAIN Li, WHO 
HAS UNEXPECTEDLY 
RETURNED, CATCHES THE 
DOCTOR’S LAST WORDS 
AND IMMEDIATELY PRICKS 
UP HIS EARS... 


Well, my dear colleague, you said it 
yourself — this is only preparatory 
work! The rest will follow once |’ve 
reconstructed the fundamentals 


Excuse my interrupting you, dear Professor, 
and believe me, | would never doubt your 
honesty, but | have the impression that 
you're showing 2 certain... Let’s see, how 


shall | put it? Ah yes... A certain reluctance 
in recreating your plans... 


*THE GERMAN-MADE V4 FLYING BOMB WAS THE FIRST CRUISE MISSILE IN HISTORY. 
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Li, WHOHASN’T HEARD FROM OLRIK SINCE 
THE COLONEL LEFT LARKANA, /S BECOMING 


A certain reluctance?... What 
ao you mean? Really, Doctor... 
/ don’t understand... 


../ mean that, considering the extendled powers 
granted to me by the Emperor, you would do we// 
to confide in me, in all honesty... Oh, | know that 
my presence here Is rather ... inopportune, and 


INCREASINGLY NERVOUS. 


| have a feeling 
those two are 
planning some- 
thing... Oh, why 
can’t O/rik hur- 
ry back?... 


My dear professor, since the good Captain 


Li was kind enough to leave us alone for 2 
while, I'd like to take the opportunity to 
have 2 little professional chat with you... 
You see, I’ve studied your preparatory 
work with the greatest attention, and | 
must confess | don’t see how your weapon 
is different from a simple V41*. More 
advanced, of course, but not to the point 
that it may be considered revolutionary in 
its field... 


not just for you, my dear co/league... 


I'm sorry but there'// 
be no walk today. 


I'm afraid access to 
the terrace /'s not 
allowed tonight. 


/'m disturbing you perhaps? ‘ 


7 


Such impetuousness! 
My goodness, Pro- 
fessor; hearing you, 
one could a/most be- 
hieve you're trying to 
escape our company. 


Yes; in fact | was saying that it 
might be wise to take our stro// 
now, before the storm breaks. 


, i fom E 
THE SKY DARKENS AND THE WIND PICKS UP, THE FIRST Ul \ AND BEFORE LONG, BIG DROPLETS 
SIGNS OF THE APPROACHING STORM... se heeds 
ce a ’ f = ~ J , | 
a : 5 i 
7 q 


ALTHOUGH UNAWARE OF WHAT 
OCCURRED BETWEEN NASIR AND THE 
BEZENDJAS SPY, MORTIMER SENSES 
THAT AN ATMOSPHERE OF SUSPICION 
HAS DEVELOPED AROUND HIM, AND DR 
FO’S AMB/GUOUS WORDS DO NOTHING 
TO REASSURE HIM. 


A A simple measure of precaution... 
G =A w 


By the way, | noticed that the 
guard had been doubled. 


Ah! This time I’m 
sure!!! |’m telling 
you, listen! 


What was that?... 
Listen! 


| hear the sound of 
the rain... What’s so 
special about that? 
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Thunder? We//, we 

hardly need to listen 

—/t seems easy enough 

to hear... But you seem 

ed nervous, my dear 
hes 


It’s not thunder but the sound LEFT ALONE, THE TWO MEN REMAIN 
of an aeroplane! b - - . J SILENT, WHILE OUTSIDE THE STORM 
A! @ AS. tI pacer : '| No! No! No lights!.. Or maybe just the small } SEE LSM AI EEG OD Lace 
Myself, | heard nothing... © .| /amp...Do you hear me? The sma///amp! 
Even so, what does it T 


Obviously, this weather is doing nothing for our nerves. Allow \4 
me to retire... Good night, gentlemen. | 


a! 


Goodnight. 
Ss 


One ake step and I‘// put 2 bullet 


NOW, CONVINCED THAT HIS RUSE HAS. One mi 
BEEN DISCOVERED, MORTIMER MAKES || | GURSL USES ; in your leg!!! 
ASNAP DECISION: TO RISK IT ALL AND. \y x a omnes pe edly eh 
ESCAPE AT ALL COST UNDER COVER OF : i é 
: < ; . : Oh! Of course, since 
. eye : you put it that way... 


THE FURY OF THE ELEMENTS! 
acs on 


Too baal! 11! do without your 
permission... 


You're a very inte//igent man, 


Really, Gey sige you must admit that your manners are . 

| What ‘s the ea this: qi Professor, but you're making the 

a ris eae mistake of taking me for 2 fool. 
That Baloch dog who sneaked in 


"know my responsibilitie ad /’m simply 
/lowing my orders, Professor. here may not have been your on/y 
a : accomplice. Therefore, |... 


AT THAT MOMENT, MORTIMER PUSHES HARD WITH HIS FOOT, 
| FLIPPING THE HEAVY TABLE ONTO L/ WHO, SURPRISED, FALLS 
BACK, DROPPING HIS WEAPON... ; 


/ sti// don’t understand you... Do you distrust 
me, by any chance? Come now, Captain, am / 
not entirely in your power? 


= n CET IAAI EER 
L/ QUICKLY TRIES TO SEIZE HOLD OF IT, BUT MORTIMER. |, 
HAS SEEN H/S MOVE, AND WITH A MIGHTY LEAP THROWS 
HIMSELF ONTO HIS OPPONENT... 


UT SIDE, LL, STUNNED, FALLS FLAT ON HIS BACK IN authorise me to go to the 
THE MIDDLE OF THE OVERTURNED FURNITURE. terrace? 


cD ee 2 I 


WHILE THUNDER RUMBLES CONTINUOUSLY And now, Captain, clo you 


HOWEVER, THE IMPERIAL HAS 
NOTICED HIS. PISTOL, WHICH HAS 
FALLEN WITHIN REACH OF HIS 


a 


AGILE AS A CAT, THE OFFICER CATCHES H/M ON BEFORE MORTIMER’S HAD A CHANCE || |) ..AND STEPS FORWARD TO POINT IT MENACINGLY 

HIS RAISED FOOT THEN, GRABBING THE FRONT TO RECOVER FROM HIS SURPRISE, L/ AT H/S FOE. BUT MORTIMER, LASH/NG OUT WITH 

OF HIS SHIRT, THRUSTS HIM AWAY, SENDING HAS SEIZED THE PISTOL... HIS LEG, KICKS THE WEAPON OUT OF HIS HAND! 
HIM SPRAWLING TO THE FLOOR. E ae > A 


THEN, LEAPING TO H/S FEET, HE DEALS THE CAPTAIN CRUMPLES TO THE GROUND... 
A FORMIDABLE RIGHT BLOW TOLI’S JAW. MORTIMER IMMEDIATELY LEANS FORWARD TO PICK 
THE IMPERIAL STAGGERS, DAZED... UP HIS WEAPON WHEN HE IS STARTLED BY ACOLD 
ae Tia Re > ) | VOICE COMING FROM BEHIND HIM... 


WITHOUT GIVING HIM TIME 
TO RECOVER, MORTIMER 
FINISHES HIM OF F WITH 

A LEFT HOOK! 
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IT’S DOCTOR FO, PISTOL IN HAND. 


We//, Professor, you seem 
rather agitated... Step back to 
the wall... And no inconsiderate 
gestures ... right?.. There, very 
good. 


Such intransigence honours you, Professor. 
Unfortunately for you, this little incident forced 
you to show your cards earlier than you would 
have wanted. It’s 2 pity, but you can’t plan for 
everything... You treated us like foo/s but, believe 


me, we're going to make you bitterly regret it. 
What you've experienced so far is nothing but 
child's play compared with what we'll... 


You've Ged pd ayob on that poor Li. ake 


You hit hard for aman of science! 
Please stay where you are 


and don’t move. 


oo ra 
Hello... The quardhouse?.. Captain MEANWHILE, MORTIMER HAS ...Trapped in the sand? Ohl... BUT MORTIMER HAS SLIPPED 


Li? A thousand pardons, the SPOTTED THE POWER LEAD Hey! Don’t be so restless, Pro- HIS FOOT UNDER THE LEAD AND, 
captain i's currently unavailable... OF THE SMALL TABLE LAMP . Nol... I’m speaking to WITH AN ABRUPT MOVEMENT, 


hat was that?.. You've heard ATTACHED TOTHE WALL JUST Professor Mortimer... Speakin , 
rom Colone/ O/rik? BETWEEN HI/S FEET. °. Sp / think you holie.. 4 EO OM eee 


SUDDEN DARKNESS. 


SUN FO FIRES A SHOT IN HIS DIRECTION HOWEVER MORTIMER HAS DUCKED INTIME pemcmcesses OE 
TUST AS A COLOSSAL CLAP OF THUNDER AND, LUNGING AT HIS CAPTOR, HITS HIM WITH 
SHAKES THE PAVILION. A POWERFUL UPPERCUT THAT SENDS HIM 5 ised 
Ss REELING ONTO THE CARPET. He//o! Hello! Hello! Doctor 
B || £0? No response... That’s 


impossible... Besides, with 
this infernal storm... Still... 
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Sergeant, take four men and run 
to the pavilion. It’s probably just 
2 power failure, but I’d rather 
ert on the side of caution. 


. Yes, 
Lieutenant. 


IN THE MEANTIME, MORTIMER, MASTER OF THE FIELD, 
PICKS UP HIS OPPONENTS’ WEAPONS. 


aa val wm Yan OFA WA 
And now fo 
A& 


SINCE ESCAPING THROUGH THE 
| GARDEN 1S NOW IMPOSSIBLE, 
MORTIMER HURRIEDLY CLOSES 


What fool /eft this...? 
Ah! Li’§ torch. Could come 
in handy. 1'// take it. 


..THEN HE HASTILY CLIMBS THE 
TAIRS THAT LEAD TOTHE TERRACE. 


HAVING LOCKED L/ AND FO IN THE 
ROOM, THE PROFESSOR QUICKLY 
MAKES HIS WAY TOWARDS THE 
PAVILION’S EXIT. 


If] can make It to the 
£3 tree, the rest wil/ 


easy. 


THE NIGHT IS IMPENETRABLE ANDTHE 
RAIN FALLS IN TORRENTS. MORT/MER 
CARRIES OUT A QUICK INSPECTION, 


BUT IS SOON FORCED TO ABANDON 
ANY HOPE OF ESCAPING THIS WAY. THE 
JAWS OF THE TRAP HAVE CLOSED... 


THE DOOR AND SETS THE 
SAFETY BARS ACROSS IT... 


Anything unusual? 
77 CZ ve 
a Nothing, 
Sergeant, but 
with this storm... 


Captain Li! 
Captain Li! 
It’s the 
guard! 


Wal No lights. That's Wall 
A, strang “3 


And that confounded plane! 
Perhaps that’s trying to fon 
the party, too? That would be 
the Jast straw! 


What can | do? If | open fire, 
I'll give away my position... lf 
/ let them F jada their way in, 
they'// find me anyway. So?.. 
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MORTIMER TURNS ROUND... SUDDENLY, AMONG THE RAGING ELEMENTS, A FLASH OF LIGHTNING REVEALS SOMETHING THAT SEEMS TO HANG 
/MMOBILE OVER THE GARDEN... 
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MORTIMER 1S PREPARED TO START 

SHOOTING WHEN ALL AT ONCE THE 

OUND OF THE PLANE APPEARS TO 
COME NEARER... 


| 


Good heavens! The 
helicopter from the SZ!!! 
Quick, the torch!!! 


AT THAT PRECISE MOMENT, A STAFF CAR ENTERS 
THE RESIDENCE GROUNDS, BRINGING OLRIK BACK 
FROM THE SANDSTORM. 
j F a \ — aS 2 


RR 


Er... Yes, | think 
so, Colonel... When 
/ received your 
message, | tried 
to warn Captain 
Li but it wes 
Doctor Sun Fo 
who took the 
call. Then... 


y to see you 

e/, although 
we weren't expectin 

R so early. Kotrs just sent 

B notice and... 


S 7 
| Very hap 
again, Colon 


That's it! The lock’s given way! 


Come on, now the safety bars! 


ee 
Ve 
= a 


They're shooting their 
way fnlt! 
2 
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"MEANWHILE, THE GUARDS ARE HAMMERING AWAY |) 


|__ AZ THE PAVILION’S DOOR, BUT IT HOLDS TOGETHER 


It’s no good, Sergeant, we 
need an axe... 


So be it, then! We don’t have 


a choice! 


| 


= 


MORTIMER RUSHES TO THE 
PARAPET, INTENT ON FIGHTING 
THE INVASION. BUT HE LETS OUT 
ACRY AT THE SIGHT OF A MAN 
RUNNING TOWARDS THE PAVILION 
WITH A PLATOON OF SOLDIERS. 


eae SS SE 


= 
N 
| 


BUT OLRIK AND HIS MEN HAVE FORCED Come, come, get 2 grip on 
THE DOOR OF THE ROOM. m~ 54 yourself, Mister Special Envoy! 
, So, what happened? 


INDEED OLRIK 1S RUSHING NEARER [er enge Fors ve! They 
WITH REINFORCEMENTS. ; °y aliaint see my signa 


So be st, then. Well, Mortimer, now’s not 
the time for moaning! You have two 


: il . 
ee 4 eR KaD : ; y S pistols and 2 spare magazine, Take cover 
=e INS eo : s 5 “ behind this structure and ... aim true, 
First squad, sur- Sy ga ; a : J ol 
round the palr- tie } : —_ . } 
sade! The others Y KR : C 


with me! 


| THE DOOR FINALLY GIVES WAY UNDER THE PRESSURE OF 
H THE IMPERIAL SOLDIERS, WHO IMMEDIATELY CHARGE 
INTO THE BUILDING. 


BUT AT THE EXACT MOMENT OLRIK 
STEPS OUT ONTOTHE TERRACE, 

A BULLET RICOCHETS OF F THE WALL 
MERE INCHES FROM H/S FACE... 


7) 


My compliments, Doctor Fo! 
' 7 ) 


ly glasses! Give 
me back my 
glasses! | will tell 


By thunder! We're wasting our time here! Follow 
me, you Jot! 


= 


FORTUNATELY, ALL GOOD THINGS MUST 
COME TO AN END, AND SUDDENLY... j 


(es Heck! The Luger is 
S empty! 
Site = ~ 
if 


x 


One bullet left in this Browning! We//, shay are | 


THE IMPERIALS RUSH OUT, BUT MORTIMER'S 
“AIM IS DEADLY, AND ONE BY ONE, THE 


My apologies, Colonel, |’// try fo do 


) / 
better next time: PROFESSOR GUNS DOWN EVERY SOLDIER 
WHO TRIES TO LEAVE THE TOWER... 


not going to get the secret of the Swordfis 


Ak, he’s stopped firing!... THE IMPERIALS DASH OUT OF THE TOWER, BUT ARE IMMEDIATELY AND IS NOW DROPPING 
Now's the time. Get ready... STOPPED AND THEN FORCED BACK BY AHAIL OF BULLETS COMING TO WBRT MER TUL CROEES OR 
Charge! FROM THE HELICOPTER, WHICH HAS APPROACHED UNDETECTED... HOPS ONTO IT... 


..AND IN FRONT OF THE SOLDIERS, TOO Why are you not BUT THE PILOT MADE GOOD USE OF THE 
OUI ARAGIPGIEEOER UW fring oo fol IE RE AUN IY 
TAKING PROFESSOR MORTIMER WITH IT! ) pis SOON OUT OF REACH... 


ay 
NS 


HEARING OLRIK’S VOICE, THE SOLDIERS GATHER THE/R 
WITS AND LOOSE A FLURRY OF SHOTS AT THE ESCAPEES. 


STE | 


REEL IN THE LADDER. MORTIMER, on tmelll sald a helicopter!!! Yes, heading west... 
EXHAUSTED BUT SAEE AND SOUND, sates Sasa: 2 o 


E Scramble the night fighters; put antr- 
/§ PULLED INSIDE THE COCKPIT... sig of J aircraft rein ro cca cahe on 


Nothin x m2 alert! ‘And patch me through to the \e 
broken? % aoinivaliy.Chsck! Absolute Prioriigllt 


NASIR IMMEDIATELY BEGINS TO Allah be praised! 7 \ Ah, my friends! 9 He//o! Hello! No, by the devil, nol. | i 


/ know. Everything was pitch-black and we 

were beginning to lose hope when Nasir a 
spotted your SOS. / immediately stopped z hinking you 
the engine and reversed the blade pitch, hadn t seen 
which allowed us to approach in silence my signals! 
and intervene at the right moment. 


— — - 
THE ALERT HAS BARELY BEEN ISSUED / say! O/rik’s not wasting any time, Is he? BUT THE STORM ABATES AT LAST, AND 
| AND ALREADY NIGHT FIGHTERS ARE ; 5 THE MOON SOON BATHES THE BAY IN 
| _ TAKING OFF, WHILE SEARCHLIGHTS No, he’s really not. |’m going to take advantage ITS SILVERY RADIANCE. 
|] EXPLORE THE SKY IN EVERY DIRECTION... of the /ow cerling to descend into the stormy 
eerare ae zone and hug the water as close as possible... 
. The fighters will probably be looking for us S$ 
above the cloud cover. 


Yes, | can’t 


THE HELICOPTER, HAVING REACHED THE SURFACE, wait to be 
HEADS STRAIGHT OUTTO OPEN SEA... __ ; 


HAVING REACHED THE RENDEZVOUS , 
POINT, HOWEVER, THE HELICOPTER Ah! There you are, 
FINDS NOTRACE OF THE S2! jou accursed dogs: 


That’s strange... It a 
should be here. ‘ AT THAT MOMENT, A LONE Blake! Enemy 
FIGHTER SUDDENLY CATCHES fighter!!! 
SIGHT OF THE HELICOPTER 
THROUGH A GAP IN THE 
CLOUDS. 


IMMEDIATELY, LIKE 
SOME DEADLY HAWK, 
THE PLANE DIVES FOR 
ITS PREY... 


. AND /N THE MEANTIME, THE DECK LIFT 
— -—~ | EEN PUT INTO ACTION, AND THE 
aS = COPTER DISAPPEARS INTO THE 
lad to have youon = ul = BOWELS OF THE SUBMARINE. 
board, Professor. : 
Oh, not as gia as 2 
/ am, Captain! \p 


, 


Congratulations, Captain! / must say your timing 
is truly impeccable! 

Thank you, sit! We were forced to dive to stay out of 

sight of the patro/s, but we were watching out for your 

arrival through the periscope, and we surfaced just as 

the Imperial was starting his attack 


We should hurry now, gentlemen! | : HEARING THIS CALL, THE MEN IMMEDIATELY 
Our artillery display will surely have | — =—_e ‘ine teh ii ia y ad i (ola t ea als) pn 
THE WAVES. 


caught the attention of our pursuers. 


/ mast say | 


won't be sorry : > N = =Attention! A// 
to have a few ia hands to battle 


eet of water ¥ oath 
io a head! : stations! 


Good. Here are my 
orders: the squadron 
will form 2 semicircle 
then advance in criss- 
crossing patterns while 
continually dropping 
depth charges. The 
bay 1s not very deep 
here; the submarine 
will not be able to 
dive sufficiently low 
to stay clear of their 
blast radius. lt wil/ 


They cannot escape us. The light from their inevitably be sunk or 
fire revealed their position ides 2 doubt. pushed back towards 
Did you alert the anti-submarine wing? the harbour. 


? 


Ocean floor ata T2ake us down another two fathoms! Sta | 
a 2s close to the bottom as pO s 4 


Two small signals to port, probably 
corvettes; another to starboard, 
and five or six destroyers two 
miles ahead. 


MEANWHILE, ON THE SURFACE, THE 
/IMPERIALS ARE GRADUALLY TIGHTENING 
Engine room here! We're THEIR GRIP ON THE SUBMARINE. 
taking on water!!! , 


Nothing too serious for now, Captain, Right. Their plan is clear. 


Captain, what about the We don’t have much choice, Steve! 
just a few popped rivets. But we're || Knowing how shallow the bay planes? They'// see us! Hello! Ready the searchlights! 
going to find ourselves in the centre Is, they're hoping to drive us 


of their pattern soon, and we can’t |) shead of them and push us 


ge any deeper. back into the harbour or... 


Captain! There's something a quarter o What? Are you sure?... 
2 mile ahead, right on cat ted ten “a The searchlights, quick! 


BARRING THE PATH OF THE SZ, By Jove! This is a unique opportunity I’m 
THE ENORMOUS DISLOCATED HULK OF ing to try and make the best of. Here’s 
A BATTLE CRUISER APPEARS IN THE Font /'m going to position the S2 alongside 
SEARCHLIGHTS. the Ajax. Since the wreck leans to port, it 
will partially protect us from the depth 
charges. Besides, the enemy will never 
think of looking for us in such a dangerous 
spot... /t’s quite a risky manoeuvre, though, 
The blasts from the depth charges could 

cause the Ajax to fall onto us... 


He/m! Right, 15 
degrees rudder... 
All back, 2/3!... 


‘ ei Cth 
pe Me searehlights Rig lien 


7, 


And now, we wait it out and hope that no patro/ 
plane saw our lights from above... _ 


MEANWHILE, BACK AT HQ, 
OLRIK, DEVOURED BY RAGE AND 
RESENTMENT, IMPATIENTLY WAITS 
TO HEAR FROM THE FIELD. 


Hello! Hello! This 
is HQ. Hello! Navy 
command, report 
search results... 
Hello! Air Force 
command, report 
search results... 
Hello! Hello! 


YOU CAN READ THE REST OF THIS ADVENTURE IN THE LAST EPISODE: 
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Captain, the 
Ayex buoy is 
Just iin front 
of us! 


BUT THE SHIPS AND PLANES PURSUE 
THEIR SEARCH IN VAIN... THE SEA IS KEEPING 
ITS SECRET... 


Nothing to report! 


Ce) 
ey 


Nothing to report! 


f) 


ay 
“me 
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THE CONCLUSION TO BLAKE & MORTIMER’S EPIC FIRST 
ADVENTURE: 
$X1 STRIKES BACK! 
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OF THE SWORDFISH 
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OF BLAKE & MORTIMER 


A MONTH AFTER THESE DRAMATIC EVENTS, 
ATRAIN IS IDLING IN KARACHI STATION. 
IT’S A CONVOY OF INTELLECTUALS AND 

TECHNICIANS BOUND FOR ONE OF THE SINISTER 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS OF THE H/MALAYAS. 


“Ah! Finally, we're) Jian 

about clone! \ ia 
3 4 

1 \ 

Ps ai 


Where alo you come 


Siam, fran? My name's Be//, Donald 


Bell. / was in Karachi for 
business. ‘el managed to 
hide unti/ now, but... 


DS 


Ie? 


BUT THE BLOW OF A WHISTLE SIGNALS THE 
DEPARTURE OF THE CONVOY. THE LOCOMOTIVE /S 
PRECEDED BY A SAND-FILLED WAGON DESTINED 
TO BEAR THE BRUNT OF ANY M/NE EXPLOSION... 


from Lhasa, and the guard around it has 


MEANWHILE, INSIDE ONE OF THE WAGONS, 
AGROUP OF PRISONERS 15 DISCUSSING 
THE EVENTS... 


By the way, | saw Li this 
morning. He seemed quite 
depressed by this endless 
inguiry into Mortimer’s 
escape... 


... [t's like | tell you, mates: 2 real adventure 
novel! Lifted first by 2 helicopter, then 
by 2 submarine! In Karachi! Under O/rik’s 
nose! The Imperia/s spared no expense: 
destroyers, planes, radars, the lot — and 
yet, despite all that, pfwt! Gone! Vanished! 


So, do you think the submarine 


Yes... And just between us: | heard that Dr 
managed to escape out to sea and... 


Fo accused O/rik — before the Great Counc! 
- of double dealings and o trying to obtain 
the plans of the swordfish for himself. The 
colone/ protested, of course. However, he 
hasn't left his residence since he came back 


been increased... By order of the Emperor, 
apparently... 


No, but | know your brother very well, Lieutenant 
Archie Be//. He spoke of you often! Nice to meet 
you, Be//!... Oh, but | forgot... Jack Harper, 
former district chief in the north... 


Donald Bell?.. Are you 

Be// the engineer from 

the Atomic Energy Com- 

mission, by any ance? 
We//, 1’// be!... 

What 2 surprise! 


Say, Harper, have 2 look at what 
| just found under the straw... 


What? You 
know me? 


Oh, oh! An sron 
lever! This may well 
come in handy... 


H = BUT TOWARDS THE END OF THE DAY, 
J JUST AS IT'S ENTERING A NARROW PASS, A 
POWERFUL EXPLOSION BLOWS THE FRONT 
WAGON TO SMITHEREENS. 
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THE TRAIN COMES TO A SUDDEN HALT AND 
THE SHOOTING BEGINS IMMEDIATELY.THE DRIVER \ 
ATTEMPTS TO REVERSE THE STEAM, BUT HIS 
EFFORTS ARE FOILED, AS ONE OF THE CONNECTING 
RODS HAS BEEN FOULED BY DEBRIS FROM THE 
EXPLOSION. THE CONVOY /S PARALYSED. 
= ~ 


Hmm! This won't 
be easy, Sergeant... 


Say, Harper, isn’t this a good time to use our lever? 
We should be able to lift the floorboards with it! 


LOCKED INSIDE THE WAGONS, THE PRISONERS DOTHE/R 
BEST TO FOLLOW THE STAGES OF THE SKIRMISH. 


An attack by partisans, no doubt! 
.. Sounds heated!.. 


Blast /t! We can’t 
afford to wait around. 

er alr force could 
come down on us any 
moment! 


Sit, with your per- 
mission, I’m going 
to end this... A /one 
man has a better 
chance to get to 
grenade range. 


DESPITE ULTIMATELY FAILING, THE ATTEMPT TO 
RETREAT HAS INDEED MANAGED TO BRING THE 
ARMOURED WAGON OUT OF THE NARROW DEFILE 
WHICH IT HAD ENTERED, ALLOWING IT TO SWEEP 
THE SURROUNDINGS WITH WITHERING FIRE. 


No sit, it won't... It’s that 
blooming wagon that 
allows them to hold! 


Careful! The 
armoured wagon is If 
Just behind ours! 


UNFORTUNATELY, FROM THEIR HIGH VANTAGE 
PO: E IMPERIALS HAVE SEEN THE 


7 
SERGEANT AND UNDERSTOOD HIS INTENTIONS... 


Look out! He’s stopped... 
Don't miss him!... Cack!, a 


| Don’t worry, 
Lieutenant... 
- = 


Y 


All right, Mac, but 
bs yourself. 


AHAIL OF BULLETS SUDDENLY HAMMERS THE 
ROCK BEHIND WHICH MAC 1S SHELTERING. 
ONE OF THEM HITS HIM INTHE ARM... 


x ag) 
sas KX ) 
OVERCOMING THE PAIN, THE SERGEANT 


STILL MANAGES TOTHROW HIS GRENADE 
WITH THE LEFT HAND. 
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MAC, WHO'S CRAWLED TOTHE FOOT OF THE 
EMBANKMENT, GRABS A GRENADE AND PULLS OUT THE PIN. 


UNFORTUNATELY, THROWN WITH LESS 
STRENGTH, THE WEAPON LANDS ON THE 
BALLAST LESS THANTWO FEET AWAY FROM 
THE TERRIFIED FUGITIVES... 


WHEN EXTREME WEATHER THREATENS EUROPE, 
MORTIMER IS CALLED TO THE RESCUE BY 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 


T 
NY, 


iolent storms over France _ sunspots 
Viole Waters rose and flooded over half are Causing th b a d weathe 


slayer! FOR SEVERAL LONG MONTHS, METEOROLOGICAL PHENOMENA 
son, May 6 (AFP) some Sioned 1219S] OF ALARMING SEVERITY HAVE BEEN PLAGUING WESTERN 

a Eales of snowstorm BOMB EUROPE AND WREAKING HAVOC ON THE LIVES OF MILLIONS learic tan are claiming 

FF onsile for nat | OF PEOPLE... AFTER A LONG AND DEADLY WINTER, TEMPERA. | inh thirg @btuary 9948 eee 
wea ady WMC their sToRs.g" TURES ARE FINALLY RISING... ALAS! THE THAWING OF THE omni fOOk thee ological. Sine 
professot Frese prize for BY Swe SNOW IS ACCOMPANIED BY TORRENTIAL RAINS, BRINGING A ie die ete rlent demonstration Dy, : 

ek c atastrophic FRESH CALAMITY. FLOODING! AND THE WATERS RISE, RISE nd ease Mees of ynemployed people in 

Towing “iccovery © t INEXORABLY! 


Sper b . a mepriary 20 (AEP). 
alt, adionet 3 in the ay Risks of flooding sia. Ferny Nyonday 
0; 


hte 000 unemp 


in Germany ; 
The whole southeast of 00 ing throug h out h, t 


pe of torrential rains of Val-d’Isére, doing 


SKILFULLY THREADING ITS WAY THROUGH THE CHAOTIC FLOW 
OF VEHICLES, A TAX! IS HEADING TOWARDS LA MADELEINE... 


AT THE TIME THIS 
STORY BEGINS, A 
VIOLENT STORM IS 
SWEEPING OVER 
PARIS, DISRUPTING 
= TRAFFIC... 


(Gee Nie i 


ee 
Me, / ‘m pretty darn sure SUDDENLY A .. AND YET A LARGE BLUE SEDAN, NEGLECTING 
that it was their stupid LIGHT TURNS N TO STOP, DASHES THROUGH THE JUNCTION. 

H bomb that made the RED... he : 7 , 


Say, driver, it looks like things arent seasons all funn se 
ae too well in Paris thee days? Its like al those artificial 
things theyre sending up 


For sure, guv'! What with this ie pee ihe ee Se 


ruddy weather that just wont stop: oe ty ae —_ of! 
Zz. 


trouble! And... 


BUT AT THAT MOMENT, A 4CV COMES OUT 


OF FAUBOURG SAINT HONORE AND. WHILE THE RENAULT, BOWLED OVER BY 


THE VIOLENT IMPACT, CRASHES INTO A BUS, 
THE FORD THUNDERS ON, FLEEING 
TOWARDS LA CONCORDE!! 


SY SST AT AMEE AT EF 


What are you doing 


EEN 


ala 


ey 


y 


SPEAKS FLUENT FRENCH IN HIS INTERACTIONS WITH FRENCH PEOPLE, OF COURSE. 
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Edgard Félix Pierre Jacobs (1904-1987), better known under his 
pen name Edgar P. Jacobs, was a comic book creator (writer and 
artist), born in Brussels, Belgium. It has been said of Jacobs that 
he didn’tremembera time when he hadn’t drawn. 


Jacobs assisted fellow Belgian Hergé (Georges Prosper Remi) in 
the recasting of Hergé’s Tintin in the Congo, Tintin in America, 

King Ottokar’s Sceptre and The Blue Lotus for book publication. 

He also contributed directly to both the drawing and storylines 
for the Tintin double-albums The Secret of the Unicorn/Red 
Rackham’s Treasure and The Seven Crystal Balls/Prisoners of 
the Sun. 


When the comics magazine Tintin was launched on 26% 
September 1946, it included Jacobs’ story Le secret del’Espadon 
(The Secret of the Swordfish). This story would be the first in the 
Blake and Mortimer series. 


The characters of Captain Francis Blake, dashing head of MIS, 
his friend Professor Philip Mortimer, a nuclear physicist, and 
their sworn enemy Colonel Olrik became legendary heroes of the 
9thartin the long-running series. 


After Jacobs’ death in 1987, Bob de Moor completed his 
unfinished last story. In the mid-1990s, the series was continued 
by the Jacobs Studios with new teams of writers and artists. 
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